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criptions are becoming increasingly rare and shorn of details.
However, in spite of this gradual disuse of stone inscriptions,
its value and importance as an original contemporary record
remains undisputed. Very few instances of copies of stone
inscriptions are extant. The existing specimens of these copies
are, however, restorations of the age-worn or deteriorated tab-
lets rather than copies as such of the originals usually made
for other purposes or with any ulterior motive. These copies
have not, therefore, lost much of their original use and value.
These inscriptions are more of a proclamatory character. Ex-
cept in a few cases of inscriptions containing orders, endow-
ments, and edicts, they possess no qualities of a deed or legal
document reserving or affecting any right of possession, owner-
ship, agreement, contract, etc. Even the inscriptions con-
taining edicts, orders, etc. are no more than mere authorized
copies. The peculiar nature of inscriptional writings excludes
any possibility of their admitting any spurious matter. The
exposure of these inscriptions to the public eye, which is the
main aim in the fixing of stone tablets, has effectively dis-
couraged the intrusion of any spurious matter in them forever.

In the reconstruction of ancient Indian history, the ins-
criptions play a very important role, as they provide a sure
basis for every line of research connected with its past. They
regulate everything that we can learn from coins, architecture,
art, literature, tradition, or any other sources. The reasons
why these inscriptions are so valuable in India are :

(fl)   they fill the void caused by the absence of historical
narratives;

('&)   they are found in large numbers covering a wide
area;

(c)    they bear dates and contain precise matter; and

(d)    they have an important bearing on the study of
Indian languages and dialects.

It should not, however, be forgotten that the inscriptions were
not incised with the express object of recording history, but
in order to stress the importance of everything connected with